
WITH CLIMATE CHANGE
e x p e c te d  to  r e a lly  s ta r t b itin g  in  th e
2 0 5 0 s  t o  2 0 8 0 s , t r e e s  w e r e  a n
o b v io u s  to p ic  fo r  th is  y e a r ’s  HCA
AGM in  Ap r il. O u r  s p e a k e r, F o r e s tr y
Co m m is s io n ’s  J im  S m ith , s tim u la te d
liv e ly  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f tr e e s.

Au d ie n c e  m e m b e r  a n d  Hig h b u r y
r e s id e n t Ha n n a h  Lo iz o s  fr o m  CAB E
(Co m m is s io n  fo r  Ar c h ite c tu r e  in  th e
B u ilt En v ir o n m e n t)  r e v e a le d  th a t in
F e b r u a r y  CAB E S p a c e  r e v a lu e d
Hig h b u r y  F ie ld s  –  tr a d itio n a lly  lis te d
o n  Is lin g to n  Co u n c il’s  b o o k s  a t £ 1 –
a t £ 5 3  m illio n .

‘Th e y  h a v e  to  b e  th e  r ig h t tr e e s ’, s a y s
J im  S m ith , Ma n a g e r  o f th e  Lo n d o n
Tr e e  a n d  Wo o d la n d  F r a m e w o r k  s in c e
2 0 0 6 . ‘Th e  F o r e s tr y  Co m m is s io n ’s
m o tto  is  ‘R ig h t Pla c e , R ig h t Tr e e .’
Wh a t w e  n e e d  is  t r e e  c a n o p y  –
p r o v id e d  b y  la r g e  s c a le  tr e e s  –  th a t

w ill h e lp  u s  c o o l th e  c ity  d o w n  –
t h r o u g h  s h a d e  a n d  t h r o u g h  w a t e r
e v a p o r a t in g  o ff t h e ir  le a v e s …
Alth o u g h  w e ’r e  p la n tin g  m o r e  tr e e s
th a n  w e  e v e r  d id  th e  s c a le  a n d  s ta tu r e
o f th o s e  tr e e s  is  a  lo t s m a lle r  –  w e ’r e
s e e in g  m o r e  ‘d e s ig n e r  tr e e s.’ We ’r e
p la n tin g  tr e e  s p e c ie s  o f a  lo n g e v ity
th a t w o n ’t im p a c t o n  c lim a te  c h a n g e ,
tr e e s  th a t w ill p r o b a b ly  o n ly  liv e  fo r
4 0  o r  5 0  y e a r s  a t m o s t.’

‘As  a n  e x a m p le , le s s  th a n  th r e e  y e a r s
a g o  d e v e lo p e r s  p la n te d  th e  w r o n g
ty p e  o f tr e e  n e a r  K in g s  Cr o s s  o n
Tr a n s p o r t  fo r  Lo n d o n  la n d  in
Pe n to n v ille  R o a d . La r g e  s c a le  c a n o p y
tr e e s  w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r u n e d
a n d  m a n a g e d  w e r e  in s te a d  r e p la c e d
w it h  m a in t e n a n c e - fr e e  t r e e s
in c a p a b le  o f d e v e lo p in g  s h a d e . Th e y
a r e  n o t g o in g  to  c o o l th e  p a v e m e n t.
Th e y  a r e  n o t g o in g  to  p r o v id e  s h a d e
fo r  p e o p le  to  w a lk  u n d e r.

Polic y  c h a n g e
‘ In  t h e  p a s t  t r e e s  w e r e  n o t
m e n tio n e d  in  p o lic y  d o c u m e n ts  a t a ll
b u t  r e c e n t ly  t h is  h a s  b e g u n  t o
c h a n g e , fo r  e x a m p le  in  th e  Gr e a te r
Lo n d o n  Au th o r ity  (GLA)’s  Planning
fo r a b e tte r L o nd o n (J u ly  2 0 0 8 ) . In
n a tio n a l p o lic y  d o c u m e n ts , to o , it is
b e in g  m a d e  c le a r  fo r  th e  fir s t tim e
th a t tr e e s  a r e  a n  e s s e n tia l e le m e n t in
c o m b a tin g  c lim a te  c h a n g e .’

‘S o  w e  h a v e  th e s e  p o lic y  d o c u m e n ts
a n d  w e  a ls o  h a v e  th e  s tr o n g e s t le g a l
p r o te c tio n  o f tr e e s  in  th e  w o r ld . S o
w h a t ’s  t h e  p r o b le m ?  It ’s  n o t  t h e
p o lic y . It’s  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n ’.

Pu t t in g  a  p r ic e  t a g  on  t r e e s
‘ O n e  w a y  o f p e r s u a d in g  lo c a l
a u th o r itie s  a n d  th e  ‘h a r d - to - r e a c h ’
g r o u p  o f d e s ig n e r s  a n d  a r c h ite c ts  to
ta k e  tr e e s  m o r e  s e r io u s ly  is  to  p u t a
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The wrong type of tree?
B y J im  S m ith

(c o ntinu e d  o n p age  2 )

HO W TO D O IT: (LEF T)  K INGS WAY WHEN IT HAD J U S T B EEN PLANTED WITH PLANE TR EES IN 19 5 1
(R IGHT)  K INGS WAY NO W IN 2 0 0 9 .

Ph o to s c o u r te sy  o f th e  F o re stry  C o m m issio n



monetary value on them. As a
b oroug h tree officer I used  to think
that w as a b ad  thing  to d o b ecause
my cynical op inion w as that if you
said  that tree’s w orth £ 20 ,0 0 0  the
d evelop er w ould  say here you g o –
here’s £ 20 ,0 0 0  and  I’ll cut it d ow n.
I’ve chang ed  my view  in the last few
years b ecause I think  if w e as
p rofessionals d o not value our trees,
no-one else w ill.’

‘ T he L ond on T ree O fficers’
Association now  has a system for
valuing  trees. And  some b oroug hs
have found  that their street trees are
valued  at hund red s of millions of
p ound s.T his monetary ap p roach is for
the first time creating  p arity b etw een
other infrastructure elements –  lik e
road  and  rail –  and  trees.’

What you can do 
‘T he F orestry C ommission tog ether
w ith the G L A is w ork ing  on
g uid ance for L ond on b oroug h tree
strateg ies. At the start only 1 0  out of
the 3 1  b oroug hs had  tree strateg ies.
S o there is some w ay to g o, b ut the
g ood  new s is that Isling ton w as one
of the councils w hich d id  alread y
have a tree strateg y.’

‘Y ou are the p eop le w ho can p ersuad e
your local authority to mak e b etter
choices. Isling ton has one of the b est
tree strateg ies in L ond on and  is
attemp ting  to manag e ex isting  trees

rather than seek ing  to remove and
rep lace them, b ut there is still room
for the p ub lic to have an influence –  as
show n in Pentonville Road . ■

Fo r  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n :

w w w .f o r e s t r y .g o v .u k / f o r e s t r y / I N
FD - 7 C T D T K  fo r  t h e  L o n d o n  T r e e
a n d  W o o d la n d  Fr a m e w o r k

w w w .h ig h b u r y c o m m u n it y .o r g  f o r
H C A ’s  jo i n t  w o r k  w i t h  t h e
H i g h b u r y  Fie l d s  A s s o c i a t i o n
c a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  t h e  t r e e s  i n
H ig h b u r y  Fie ld s

w w w .c a b e .o r g .u k / p u b l i c a t i o n s /
m a k i n g - t h e - i n v i s i b l e - v i s i b l e  f o r
d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  r e v a l u a t i o n  o f
H ig h b u r y  Fie ld s .

(continued from page 1)
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AT T HIS  Y E AR’S AG M  w e raised
£ 3 7 0  tow ard s the g reening  of
D rayton Park  Primary S chool’s
p layg round . G ill S hep herd , one of
the school’s G overnors, talk s b elow
ab out how  the money w ill b e sp ent.

T he school is alread y active in
encourag ing  g ard ening  and
environmental aw areness in the
child ren. It has a micro farm g row ing
veg etab les and  straw b erries, a
w ormery, and  a tiny g reenhouse.And
across the railw ay line in the O ld en
G ard en (see p ag e 4 )  p up ils have their
ow n veg etab le- g row ing  area. B ut the
p layg round  is need  of attention.

W hen B arratt’s b uilt a new  b lock  of
flats rig ht up  ag ainst the infants’

p layg round , the child ren w ere
sud d enly b ad ly overlook ed  and
overshad ow ed . B arratt’s w ere
p ersuad ed  to p ut up  a very hig h w ire
fence to p rovid e some p otential
p rivacy b ut the effect is b ald  and
C old itz - lik e at the moment. T his is
an esp ecial p ity b ecause the
p layg round  has b een new ly
refurb ished  w ith attractive small-
scale p ieces of w ood en eq uip ment
for climb ing , sw ing ing , b alancing
and  hid ing .

T hank s to the HC A w e w ill b e ab le
to, first, p lant some creep ers to g ive
q uick  cover along  this hig h w ire
mesh fence –  V irg inia creep er,
W isteria, clematis and  the lik e –  and
to g ive a safe enclosed  feel to the

p layg round . T hen our p lan is to
soften the p layg round  ed g es further
b y p lanting  trees and  larg e shrub s in
some currently rather
forlorn– look ing  raised  b ed s. T he
selection w ill mainly b e mad e on the
b asis of hard iness, attractiveness, and
no p rick les! 

T he child ren w ill help  w ith the
p lanting , w atering  and  aftercare. I’m
sure w e shall choose one or tw o
B ud d leia so that w e have b utterflies
in the p layg round . W e‘ll look  for
other sp ecies that, in the same w ay,
lead  on to nature- b ased  activities.W e
w ill tak e p ictures of p rog ress, for the
child ren themselves, and  for future
read ers of H C A  N ew s. ■

Tu r n in g  a n  in n e r  c ity  p la y g r o u n d  in to  a  g r e e n  o a s is  
B y  G ill S h e p h e r d

HO W N O T T O D O IT : T HE W RO N G T Y PE O F T RE E IN PE N T O N V IL L E RO AD

P h oto courtesy  of th e F orestry  C ommission



CALIGARI CABINETS 

Bespoke fitted furniture
Tailored to your taste and interior

w w w .caligaricabinets.co.uk 

07976 417 227
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Drug & Health Food Store
17 Highbury Park, N5 1QJ. Tel 020 7359 3623

Organic &  Non-Organic • Food Baby Products 
Toiletries • Household Products 
Aromatherapy • Homeopathy 

Herbal Remedies • Eco Friendly Products
Organic Fresh Fruit and vegetables

In  A p ril Hig h b u ry  Ro u n d h o u s e
a g re e d  to  h o u s e  fre e  o f ch a rg e
th e  HC A  p rin te r wh ich  h a d
b e co m e  h o m e le s s . T h is  is  p a rt
o f a  lo n g  Ro u n d h o u s e  tra d itio n
o f s u p p o rtin g  a ll p a rts  o f th e
co m m u n ity . A n d re w B e rth ie r,
D ire cto r, ta lk s  b e lo w a b o u t th e
Ro u n d h o u s e ’s  ro o ts .

T h e  Hig h b u ry  Ro u n d h o u s e
wa s  b o rn  o u t  o f t h e
‘ro u n d h o u s e ’ th a t is  n o w th e
p la y g ro u n d  k e e p e r’s  h u t a t th e
b o tto m  o f Hig h b u ry  F ie ld s  –  in
t h e  e a rly  1 9 7 0 ’s  y o u n g s t e rs
wo u ld  h a n g  o u t th e re . T h e  la te
M a jo r B a y  Ho d g s o n  (wh o  d ie d
in  2 0 0 4 ) , a  re s id e n t  o f
Hig h b u ry  F ie ld s , a lo n g  with
o th e rs  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d ,
h a d  t h e  fo re s ig h t  n o t  ju s t
s im p ly  to  wa n t to  m o v e  th e m
o n , b u t  in s t e a d  t o  d o
s o m e t h in g  fo r t h e m . He
s o m e h o w m a n a g e d  to  o b ta in
p e rm is s io n  fro m  th e  G LC  to
u s e  th e  cu rre n t p re m is e s  a t 7 1
Ro n a ld s  Ro a d  a s  a  y o u th  clu b
a n d  s o , in  1 9 7 4 , th e  Hig h b u ry
Ro u n d h o u s e  wa s  b o rn . Ov e r
th e  y e a rs  B a y  t o g e t h e r with
o th e r lo ca l re s id e n ts  d e v e lo p e d
t h e  o rg a n is a t io n  in t o  a
co m m u n ity  ce n tre , wh ich  n o w
p ro v id e s  a  h u g e  ra n g e  o f
s e rv ice s  –  fro m  E a rly  Y e a rs
g ro u p s  t o  clu b s  fo r o ld e r
p e o p le . W e  a ls o  we lco m e  o th e r
o rg a n is a t io n s  –  fro m  a
Hu n g a ria n  C h ild re n  a n d
P a re n t s  G ro u p  t o  a  T ib e t a n
co m m u n ity  g ro u p .

B a y  Ho d g s o n  wa s  a  g ia n t o f a
m a n , n o t ju s t in  fra m e  b u t in
ch a ra ct e r a n d  s tre n g t h  o f
p u rp o s e . He  re tire d  fro m  th e
m a n a g e m e n t  co m m it t e e  in
Octo b e r 2 0 0 1  b u t fo r u s  h e  h a s
n e v e r le ft. T h e  Ro u n d h o u s e  is
m a n a g e d  b y  a  co m m itte e  o f
lo ca l p e o p le  wh o  g iv e  u p  th e ir
s p a re  tim e  to  s te e r th e  ce n tre .
W e e m p lo y  u p  to  30  p e o p le  in
m a n y  d iffe re n t ro le s ; s o m e  o f
o u r s e rv ice s  a re  d e liv e re d  o ff-
s ite  a s  we  m a n a g e  A fte r S ch o o l
C lu b s  fo r lo ca l sch o o ls .

In  re ce n t  t im e s , a s  we ll a s
fu n d ra is in g  fo r t h e  ce n tre , we
h a v e  ra is e d  m o n e y  fo r o t h e r
g o o d  ca u s e s . In  2 0 0 7  we
co lle ct e d  o v e r £ 2 0 0 0  fo r t h e
W h ittin g to n  Ho sp ita l’s  ‘b u ild in g
fo r b a b ie s ’ a p p e a l. In  2 0 0 8  we
ra is e d  fu n d s  fo r S u rv iv a l
In t e rn a t io n a l’s  ca m p a ig n  t o
re t u rn  K a la h a ri B u s h m e n  t o
t h e ir B o t swa n a  h o m e la n d .

Ou r lis t o f a ctiv itie s  is  lo n g  a n d
we a re  a lwa y s  k e e n  to  re cru it
lo ca l p e o p le  t o  o u r
m a n a g e m e n t co m m itte e . If a n y
re s id e n t s  h a v e  s u g g e s t io n s
a ro u n d  co m m u n ity  a ctiv itie s  o r
p ro je cts  th e y  wo u ld  lik e  u s  to
co n s id e r p le a s e  d o  g e t  in
to u ch . T h e  b e s t wa y  is  to  write
to  m e  a t o u r o ffice  a d d re s s : 7 1
Ro n a ld s  Ro a d , N5  1 X B . ■

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a t io n  s e e
w w w .h ig h b u ry -
ro u n d h o u s e .o rg .u k

Roundhouse roots
B y  A ndrew  B erthier

HIG HB U RY ROU ND HOU S E M U RA L C RE A T E D B Y 1 1 -2 1 Y E A R OLD S IN
NA T IONA L LOT T E RY -F U ND E D A RT W ORK S HOP S IN 1 9 9 7

Photo courtesy of Montaj Designs who led the workshops



What is Shiatsu?

It’s a potent holistic healing therapy. The word means
‘finger pressu re.’ It is similar to acu pu nctu re in that it
treats the b ody’s energy points b u t withou t the needles. I
u se C hinese amma massage, too, meaning my client’s
mu scles are manipu lated and then I apply pressu re along
the energy points.The client wears loose clothing and lies
on a cou ch.

Why have Shiatsu?
It is an ex cellent treatment for inju ries; it can also
prev ent a b ack  or mu scle strain or pain from progressing.
It treats headaches, digestiv e prob lems, sciatica, IB S  and
more. I also u se it to treat emotional issu es. It corrects
the effects of stress on ou r b odies. A  head, neck  and
shou lders S hiatsu  session is wonderfu l for this! I think
people shou ld inv est in their health, and tak e time to giv e
themselv es a treat; ou r b odies are preciou s and we need
to look  after ou rselv es. P eople often go into deep
relax ation v ery q u ick ly –  which I tak e as a sign that my
treatment is hav ing a good effect. U su ally they sleep v ery
well the night following the session and feel fu ll of
energy the nex t day.

H o w  d o  yo u tr eat p eo p le?
I can feel u nder the sk in, throu gh their clothing, what is
going on with a client’s b ody. E nergy points are
stimu lated which allows the b ody’s natu ral healing

process to start work ing. I start from the head work ing
down the person’s b ack , focu sing on areas of pain or
tension.The sessions are an hou r or an hou r and half. I can
v isit people at home as I b ring my own cou ch. I offer 1 5
minu tes free to new clients.

Why H ig hb ur y?
I u sed to liv e in E lwood S treet and lov ed liv ing in
H ighb u ry. I offer sessions at the H ealthy L iv ing C entre in
S t P au l’s R oad and in another clinic in N 1 . I hav e clients I
v isit in their homes in H ighb u ry.

B ac k g r o un d
S tephen trained in Japan with top doctors and S hiatsu
practitioners. S o he offers a different ex perience of
S hiatsu  than that normally offered b y other U K
practitioners. S hiatsu  in Japan is a v ital part of people’s
normal ev eryday ‘maintenance’ care for themselv es, as
well b eing u sed as a treatment for many conditions.
S tephen is U K  certified and insu red. ■

Fo r  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n  

w w w .s h ia t s u t h e r a p y .m e .u k

S t e p h e n  v a n  d e r  M e e r  t e l  0 7 5 1 7  2 0 0 7 8 1  e m a i l
s t e p h e n .v a n d e r m e e r @ g m a il.c o m  

H e a lt h y  L iv in g  C e n t r e  t e l 0 2 0  7 7 0 4  6 9 0 0  

Shiatsu A li C ar m ic hae l sp e ak s to  Ste p he n  v an  d e r  M e e r

C O M P L E M E N T A R Y  H E A L T H :
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D ray to n  P ar k  T ic k e t O ffic e  Sav e d
M emb ers of H C A  protested to F irst
C apital C onnect and alerted local
cou ncillors to the threat of closu re of
D rayton P ark  S tation tick et office.

A t a meeting with H ighb u ry E ast
cou ncillor John G ilb ert on 2 5
M arch, the train operator agreed to
ab andon their plans and will k eep the
tick et office open b u t for redu ced
hou rs: 6 am-1 0 am on week days. F irst
C apital C onnect confirmed they
wou ld inv estigate conv erting part of
the inside of the station into a
shop/ cafe which wou ld b e open
du ring normal trading hou rs and
where trav ellers cou ld also b u y a fu ll
range of rail tick ets. If this prov es
feasib le the shop cou ld b e open b y
the end of this year.

The repriev e for the tick et office 
is one of a series of improv ements at
D rayton P ark  promised b y 
F irst C apital C onnect. O thers

inclu de ru nning more six -carriage
trains to reliev e ov ercrowding from
later in 2 0 0 9 , a face- lift for the
station b u ilding and improv ed access
to the platform.

Islin g to n  in  B lo o m
This year –  du e to past su ccess in
L ondon in B loom –  Islington will for
the first time represent the whole 
of L ondon in B ritain in B loom, the
U K ’s longest- ru nning commu nity
gardening competition.

The B ritain in B loom ju dges will
come to Islington du ring the first two
week s in A u gu st. O n ju dging day they
will b e mark ing ev erything they see
from the time they arriv e. A ll
residents are encou raged to tak e part
no matter how small a space they
hav e to grow plants. It cou ld b e
sowing wildflower seeds arou nd a
tree in the street or mak ing a window
b ox  howev er tiny. Islington is also
entering L ondon in B loom again in

2 0 0 9 . The ju dges will b e coming to
the b orou gh at the end of J u ly.

T o fin d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  
I s lin g t o n  in  B lo o m  a n d / o r
d o w n lo a d  a n  e n t r y  fo r m , g o  t o
w w w .is lin g t o n .g o v .u k / in b lo o m  o r
p ic k  u p  a n  e n t r y  fo r m  fr o m  t h e
lib r a r y . E v e r y  e n t r a n t  w ill r e c e iv e
a  £ 5  g a r d e n  c e n t r e  g ift  v o u c h e r .

M ay o r ’s C iv ic  A w ar d  fo r  

O ld e n  G ar d e n  
V olu nteers at the O lden
C ommu nity G arden P roject –
featu red in HCA News No 57 J u ly
2 0 0 8  –  were giv en formal
recognition in M arch.They receiv ed
a civ ic award from the M ayor of
Islington for what they hav e done to
rev iv e two acres of open space off
W histler S treet in H ighb u ry.
D u ring the past year alone they hav e
raised ov er £ 45 , 0 0 0  towards
improv ements to the garden,
inclu ding a new pond and pav ing.

N E W S IN B R IE F



BUDDING FOOTBALLERS IN
H ig h b u ry we re  ab le  to  b re ath e  a s ig h
o f re lie f in  M arc h  wh e n  th e  n e w
Ars e n al s p o rts  c e n tre  was  g ran te d
p lan n in g  p e rm is s io n  fro m  
Is lin g to n  C o u n c il.

Afte r fo u r ye ars  o f c am p aig n in g  b y
Is lin g t o n  re s id e n t s , Ars e n al h as
c o m m it t e d  t o  p ro v id e  two  g o o d -
s iz e d  in d o o r p itc h e s  fo r c o m m u n ity
u s e  4 0  h o u rs  a we e k . Th is  s u rp ris e d
m an y s c e p tic s  an d  it s h o u ld  s e rv e  as
an  in s p iratio n  fo r an yb o d y wh o  is
c o n t e m p latin g  o t h e r c am p aig n s  in
th e  in te re s ts  o f th e ir n e ig h b o u rh o o d .

Getting our sports centre back
Wh e n  t h e  s tad iu m  p lan s  lo o k e d
s e c u re , Ars e n al s e n t  s h o c k  wav e s
th ro u g h  H ig h b u ry an d  s u rro u n d in g
are as  b y airb ru s h in g  o u t o f th e ir p lan s
t h e  s p o rt s  c e n tre  t h e y h ad
p ro m is e d … a m u lt ip le x  c in e m a
e m e rg e d  in  it s  p lac e . Wh at a
m is m atc h ! A wo rld  c las s  s tad iu m  with
a c in e m a as  its  c lo s e s t sate llite ! Th is
was a to tally u n n atu ral d e c is io n  fo r a
fo o tb all b u s in e s s  an d  m y b e s t g u e s s  is
th at it was d riv e n  n o t b y Arse n al b u t
b y in d e p e n d e n t  c o m m it t e e s  o f
re g e n e rat io n  s p e c ialis t s . An
u n fo rtu n ate  re s u lt o f o u ts o u rc in g .

In  2 0 0 5 lo c al c am p aig n e rs  wo rk e d
h ard  t o  re v e rs e  t h is  d e c is io n  b u t
Ars e n al an d  th e  C o u n c il d u g  th e ir
h e e ls  in … fo rtu n ate ly b y Fe b ru ary

2 0 0 8  th e  lan d s c ap e  h ad  alte re d . Fac e s
h ad  c h an g e d  b o th  at Ars e n al PLC  an d
at th e  C o u n c il an d  m o re  an d  m o re
m e m b e rs  o f t h e  p u b lic  we re
c ritic is in g  Ars e n al’s  re latio n s h ip  with
t h e  c o m m u n ity. M e an wh ile  t h e
C lu b ’s  m atc h  d ay re v e n u e s  h ad  at
lo n g  las t b e e n  b o o s te d .

People pow er 
A g ro u p  o f H ig h b u ry re s id e n t s
s tart e d  a p e o p le ’s  p e t it io n  t h at
attrac te d  3 ,0 0 0  s ig n atu re s  an d  rais e d
g e n e ral aware n e s s  o f th e  is s u e . We
s u p p le m e n t e d  t h e  p e t it io n  wit h
b u lle tin s , o n lin e  fo ru m s , le tte rs  to
th e  p re s s , p u b lic  q u e s tio n s  in  th e
C o u n c il C h am b e r an d  p riv ate  le tte rs
o f ap p e al to  th e  C lu b .

C lub ch anges d irection 
In  lat e  Se p t e m b e r 2 0 0 8  Ars e n al
fin ally an n o u n c e d  p lan s  fo r a n e w
s p o rt s  c e n tre , p re s e n t in g  it  as  a
p e rfe c t  h u b  fo r t h e ir e x p an d in g
c o m m u n ity p ro g ram m e . Th e y said
th e ir c h an g e  o f h e art was  d riv e n  b y
p o p u lar d e m an d .

Bu t o u r c e le b ratio n s  o f th is  m ajo r
m ile s to n e  we re  c u t s h o rt wh e n  th e
d e taile d  d rawin g s  we re  p u t  o n
d is p lay. Th e  in d o o r p itc h e s  s e e m e d
tin y in  c o m p aris o n  with  th e  p re v io u s
fac ility at H ig h b u ry an d  th e y we re
arran g e d  in  an  awk ward  L- s h ap e ,
aro u n d  an  in te rn al fire  e s c ap e . We
lo b b ie d  th e  arc h ite c ts  an d  wro te  to

th e  C o u n c il. Th is  le d  to  a re v is e d
d e s ig n  b e in g  u n v e ile d . Th e  n e w p itc h
layo u t was  a v as t im p ro v e m e n t. Th e
alte re d  p lan s  als o  in c lu d e d  s p e c tato r
te rrac e s  an d  c h an g in g  ro o m s .

F ree prom otion
Ars e n al an n o u n c e d  th e  s p o rts  c e n tre
wo u ld  b e  fre e  –  o r s u b s id iz e d  –  fo r
4 0  h o u rs  a we e k  –  a m as s iv e
im p ro v e m e n t o n  th e  1 7  h o u rs  th at
h ad  b e e n  ag re e d  p re v io u s ly. On  3
M arc h  th is  p ro m is e  b e c am e  a fo rm al
c o n d itio n  o f th e  p lan n in g  p e rm is s io n
fo r th e  n e w s ite . Fin ally, th e  s p o rts
c e n tre  is  h e re  to  s tay.

Th e  p u b lic  m ay n e v e r d is c o v e r th e
e x te n t to  wh ic h  o u r lo c al c am p aig n
in flu e n c e d  t h e  C lu b ’s  d e c is io n  t o
re s u rre c t th e  s p o rts  c e n tre , o r th e
p o in t in  tim e  wh e n  th e  d ire c to rs  o f
Ars e n al d e c id e d  in  fav o u r o f it. Bu t
o n e  th in g  is  c e rtain : th e  c am p aig n
h as  sav e d  th e  C lu b  a lo t o f tim e  an d
e ffo rt in  m ark e tin g ; n o w th e re  is  n o
d o u b t wh ats o e v e r ab o u t th e  p o p u lar
d e m an d  fo r th is  fac ility. ■

Fo r  a  lo n g e r  v e r s io n  o f  t h is  a r t ic le
s e e  w w w .t h e fo o t b a lln e t w o r k .n e t /
m a in / s 3 7 8 / s t 1 4 2 0 5 6 .h t m

The views expressed in this article and
o ther articles in the newsletter are no t
necessarily  tho se o f the H ig hb u ry
C o m m u nity  A sso ciatio n. W e plan to
pu b lish an alternative perspective o n the
ab o ve in the Ju ly  newsletter.
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A high-scoring community campaign
B y Ian S hack lock , local campaigne r

F or a b it of
light re lie f…

SEE TIC K ETS t ic k e t  ag e n c y
k in d ly d o n ate d  a p air o f tic k e ts  fo r
S ister A ct to  th e  raffle  fo r th is  ye ar’s
AGM  g o o d  c au s e .

S ister A ct is  a m u s ic al c o m e d y s e t to
rais e  t h e  ro o f at  t h e  Lo n d o n
Pallad iu m  fro m  7  M ay 2 0 0 9 . Wh e n
d is c o  d iv a De lo ris  V an  C art ie r
witn e s s e s  a m u rd e r, s h e  is  p u t in
p ro te c tiv e  c u s to d y in  th e  o n e  p lac e
c o p s  are  s u re  s h e  wo n ’t b e  fo u n d  –  a
c o n v e n t !  Bas e d  o n  t h e  s m as h - h it
m o v ie , S ister A ct fe atu re s  a b ran d  n e w
sc o re  b y e ig h t- tim e  Osc ar win n e r
Alan  M e n k e n .

M ov ing of P ost O ffice  in front of

H ighb ury &  Islington S tation
Th e  c o u n c il h as  d e c id e d  wh at to  d o
ab o u t  t h e  p o s t  o ffic e  in  fro n t  o f
H ig h b u ry &  Is lin g to n  Statio n  –  to
k n o c k  it d o wn  an d  le av e  th e  s p ac e
wh e re  it is  n o w as  an  o p e n  s p ac e , an d
to  re b u ild  th e  p o s t o ffic e  o n  th e
o p p o s ite  s id e  o f th e  ro ad  in  th e  are a
th at is  n o w b e h in d  h o ard in g s .

Wo rk  s h o u ld  s tart at th e  e n d  o f th is
ye ar o r th e  b e g in n in g  o f n e x t ye ar.

N E W S IN B R IE F
continue d
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20 Highbury Park N5 2AB

T e l: 7 3 54  5029  F ax : 7 3 54  503 4

T h e  H C A  r e p r e s e n ts  7 8 0  r e s id e n ts  a n d  b u s in e s s e s  o n  a ll
a s p e c ts  o f liv in g  a n d  w o r k in g  in  H ig h b u r y , L o w e r  H o llo w a y
a n d  Fin s b u r y  P a r k . R u n  b y  v o lu n te e r s , it r e lie s  o n  d o n a tio n s.
S e n d  c h e q u e s  to  H C A  T r e a s u r e r, H C A , P O  B o x  4 3 3 9 6,
N 5  9 A D , m a d e  o u t to  ‘H ig h b u r y  C o m m u n ity  A s s o c ia tio n ’.
S e n d  le tte r s  o r  a r tic le s  fo r  n e x t is s u e  to
hcanews@hotmail.com o r H ig hb u r y  C ommu nity
A ssociation, P O  B ox  4 3 3 9 6 , L ond on N 5  9 A D .
Vis it www.hig hb u r y commu nity .or g
©  H C A  2 0 0 9 . P r in te d  &  p u b lis h e d  b y  H C A , P O  B o x  4 3 3 9 6, N 5  9 A D

Great Affordable Presents 
Fabu lou s Fu rnitu re

5% off for Highbury Community Newsletter Readers 
(B ring c op y of adv ert p lease).

Gath ering M oss Interiors 
1 9 3  B lac k stoc k  R oad, H ig h bu ry , L ondon N 5  2 L L

0 2 0  7 3 5 4  3 0 3 4  M ob. 0 7 7 6 2  6 4 1 8 4 7
O p en W eek ends O nly

w w w .g ath ering m oss.c o.u k

Get your fabulous jewellery, handmade

c hoc olates, and helium balloons at

To B e  E s t a b lis h e d
cards • gifts • wrapping paper

1 c  H ig hbury P ark  N 5  1 Q J

0 2 0  7 3 5 4  1 2 2 3

3 0  H ig hbury P ark

L ondon N 5  2 A A

Tel/F ax  7 3 5 9  7 4 4 0

www.lafromag erie.c o.uk

A lso at 

2 - 4  M ox on S treet 

W 1 U  4 E W
D IA R Y  
Is lin g ton  g a r d e n s  op e n  for  c h a r ity

3 1  M a y  –  Is lin g ton  G a r d e n s  G rou p  1 , N 1
Fo u r  g a r d e n s  in c lu d in g  B a r n s b u r y  W o o d , th e  b o r o u g h ’s  o n ly  s ite
o f m a tu r e  w o o d la n d

7  J u n e  –  Is lin g ton  G a r d e n s  G rou p  2 , N 1  
T h r e e  g a r d e n s  in c lu d in g  o n e  th a t h a s  fe a tu r e d  in  b o o k s  a n d
m a g a z in e s  a n d  o n  T V

2 1  J u n e  –  A m w e ll G a r d e n s  G rou p , E C 1
Fiv e  S o u th  Is lin g to n  g a r d e n s

For more details, go to www.ngs.org.uk and click on the
garden finder.

End May: deadline for entries for Islington in Bloom 
See page 4.

Bik e W eek  in Islington 1 3 - 2 1  J u ne
T h is  y ear  B ik e W eek  in  Is lin gto n  w ill in c lu d e th e an n u al c y c lis ts ’
b r eak fas t at t h e A n gel, a c o m m u ter s ’ c o o l- d o w n  ev en t at
H igh b u r y  C o r n er, a b r in g- y o u r - o w n  c y c lis ts ’ pic n ic  o n  H igh b u r y
F ield s , tw o  D r  B ik e c lin ic s  an d  a spo r ts  an d  c y c lin g fes tiv al at th e
E m ir ates  Stad iu m  as  w ell as  o r gan ised  b ik e r id es.

F or more information and timings go to www.icag.org.uk
and click on E v ents or contact A lison D ines on 0 2 0  7 2 2 6  7 0 1 2
or alisondines@ clara.co.uk

G raffiti art th at h as b een in L ib eria R oad sinc e O c tob er 2 0 0 8

D o es  an y o n e k n o w  w h o  d id  it ?  B an k s y ?  B lec  L e R at ?  
A  H igh b u r y  r es id en t?   A n y  th o u gh ts  to  h c an ew s @ h o tm ail.c o m  

H EL P  S A V E T H E P L A N ET
Sign up for HCA News by email rather than on paper. It
will sav e the planet and  time and  money for HCA, too.

J u s t pu t ‘H C A  N ew s  b y  em ail’ in  th e s u b jec t lin e an d  em ail
h c an ew s @ h o tm ail.c o m  w ith  y o u r  n am e an d  ad d r es s. T h an k  y o u .


